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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Speak, Lord, for Thy Servant is Listening”        
 
The wonderful season of Advent will soon be upon us! The word Advent literally means “Coming”. It 
is a time for Christians everywhere to look forward with great expectancy, hope and anticipation in 
celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus! 
 
Beginning four Sundays before Christmas, the people of GCC celebrate this wonderful season with 
the traditional lighting of the Advent candles. Each candle symbolizes important events surrounding 
the birth of the Christ Child.  
 
As always our sanctuary will be beautifully adorned with wreaths and garlands including the lovely 
Chrismon trees located in both the Narthex and Fellowship Hall. One cannot help but get wrapped up 
in the spirit of Christmas with such beautiful decorations!   
 
But allow me to offer a word of caution. If we are not careful we can get “caught up” in the Christmas 
cheer and forget what the real message of Christmas is all about. There’s the hassle of Christmas 
shopping, getting down the Christmas ornaments, and setting up the Christmas tree. It’s also a time 
for family and friends to gather together for festive parties with merriment and cheer! Yes, it’s easy to 
get wrapped up with “wrappings” while forgetting to listen to the quieted, still voice of our Lord. After 
all, it is His birthday!   
 
I’m reminded of the account of Samuel (the last of the Judges and the first of the prophets) when 
God first spoke to him. In 1 Samuel 3 beginning in verse 1 we read that it was rare in those days for 
dreams and visions. Samuel was a young, vigorous lad who had not yet heard the voice of God. His 
mentor was the aging and rather slothful Eli, the priest.  
 
Not once but twice God called out to Samuel and both times he went running to Eli saying, “Here I 
am.”  Eli’s response was one of irritation: “Return to your bed for I did not call you.” 
 
Finally, it dawned on Eli, whose eyesight and his spiritual insight was nearly gone, that it was the Lord 
who was calling the young protégé. So Eli instructed the young boy that if the Lord calls out again, 
then be sure and respond by saying, “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant is listening” [1 Samuel 3:9, 
10].   
 
Yes, during the Advent season we can get so caught up by the “trappings” of Christmas that we lose 
sight of the message of Christmas. So, by all means let’s “stop,” “look” and “listen” for the voice of 
God from on high! Merry Christmas, dear ones, and may our Lord bless you and yours both now and 
in the coming New Year!           
 
Have a care, 
Pastor Cooper 
 

Operation Christmas  
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Mailing of the Grace News 

 
Beginning with the January issue of Grace 
News the office will no longer be mailing 
copies to your home addresses. Our new 
website will have each issue and other items of 
interest posted. The new website is: gcc-
epc.com  We believe you will appreciate our 
new website; it is very “user friendly”!   
 
However, for those members and friends of 
GCC who do not have Internet access, you 
may pick up your copy in the Resource Center. 
This cost-cutting measure will help with 
administrative expenses. If you have any 
questions, please contact our church 
secretary, Ella Gignac. 
 
Thank you for your understanding! 
 

Volunteer Tutors Needed 
 

As Thanksgiving and Christmas nudge us to 
return thanks for all we have and can do, 
perhaps you would like to try tutoring children 
or adults to help them improve their lives.  At 
Pan de Vida Hispanic church in Surprise, we 
began tutoring children on Tuesdays from 4:30 
to 5:30.  We had enough tutors but a few more 
students have signed up.  At Nadaburg 
Elementary School, we need people to help 
3rd graders with their homework from 3:45 –
4:40.  Some of you are helping adults learn 
English at Dysart Community Center with me, 
but more students await a tutor during the day 
or evening for 2 hours per class each week.   
Our classes for adults at El Mirage Senior 
Center on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
from 9:00-11:00 need subs for those of us who 
teach ESL English.  You are welcome to call 
for information or visits to any of these 
opportunities.  It is way more fun than cleaning 
house!  Ginny Walls 623-5442547. 
 

Phone Directory Changes 
Please mark your book 

 
Howard and Rose Kast new CO address: 
9280 Yarrow St. #4103 
Westminster, CO 80021-8678 
Ph. 303-403-2256 

 
Notes of Thanks 

 
My dear friends, 
 
Your prayers and the delivery of the “Prayer 
Quilt” were deeply appreciated prior to my 
open heart surgery and aortic valve 
replacement. 
 
Lori and I love all of you and are so grateful for 
your thoughts and prayers.  We love Grace 
Community Church and long to return and 
enjoy the Christian richness of you all. 
 
My recovery will probably take me until after 
January 2013, after which we look forward to 
joining you. 
 
Best wishes and much love,  
Ken & Lori Fawcett 
 
Dear Grace Family, 
 
I thank you for all the prayers that went up in 
my behalf.  He answered them, I’m still here.  
Thank you for the cards, the flowers, food, 
calls, it is so good to talk when you are 
lonesome.  I love you all! 
 
Eda Laurion 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Thank you to all the wonderful people who 
filled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child 
this year.  Also thank you to the committee that  
prepared the boxes.  John and Lynn Nesson 
loaded the 109 filled boxes in his vehicle and 
delivered them to the central collection 
location.  Good job everybody! 
 

End of the year Information 
 

As December is upon us please turn in any 
receipts that you may have for any purchases 
you have made so we can get them in the 
2012 expenses.  Once January starts we will 
be into next years budget items and we would 
like to keep them separate.  Thank you. 
 
Sherry Brosor 
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Finance Committee Report 

 
For the month of October our unrestricted 
contributions were $25,785.25 and our 
expenses were $21,381.33.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in November were 
$21,255.99.                 . 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $395.00 for the month of October.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 
 
Thank you to all the committees for their hard 
work on the budget presentations.  Prayers as 
we work through this budget process. 
 

FYI Event Coordinators 
 

Barbara Klarkowski will not be available to do 
Setups/Takedowns on December 13, 14, 15 
and 16, 2012. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

On Sunday, December 16, immediately 
following our worship service, Grace 
Community Church will hold its annual 
congregational meeting.  At that time we will 
vote on the following items: 1) the approval of 
the 2013 budget, 2) to elect those names 
placed in nomination for the office of elder and 
deacon, 3) to elect from the congregation three 
(3) members-at-large to serve on the 2013 
Nominating Committee.  All are welcome to 
attend, but only active members will be allowed 
to vote. 
 

Dryheat Band Returns to GCC 
 

The Dryheat Band will be in concert here at 
Grace Community Church on Saturday, 
January 26th, 2013.  A variety of music will be 
performed including older hymns, gospel, 
bluegrass, folk and older popular music.  A fun 
time for all ages.  This annual event is hosted 
by the Community Outreach Ministry of Grace 
Community Church.  Everyone is welcome. 
Admission is free and Showtime is 7 PM. 
Doors will open at 6 PM 

 
December Celebrations 

 
December Birthdays 
 
12/05  Verd Hering 
12/06  Carol Cornwell 
12/07  Dick Sleeman 
12/08  Jerry Rowe 
12/09  Jo Ann Smith 
12/10  Karl Effinger 
12/10  Marilyn Scott 
12/10  Barbara Wilson 
12/11  Howard Kast 
12/12  Joy Wood 
12/13  Nelsine Ellsworth 
12/16  Virginia Heilman 
12/16  Dick Rogeness 

12/16  Henry Wilson 
12/19  Bob Thompson 
12/20  Katharine Dementis 
12/21  Linda Schooley 
12/22   Doris Davis 
12/27  Lucy Ewy 
12/27  Andy Kavanas 
12/27  Audrey Robinson 
12/31  Nancy Gossard 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
December Anniversaries 
 
12/18  Ken & Lori Fawcett 
12/24  Ed & Shirley Knox 
12/25  Lewis & Carol Cornwell 
12/27  Harvey & Vicki Johnson 
12/29  Don & Elaine McIlheron 
 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

           
Poinsettias For Christmas 

 
The plants need to be ordered early.  The cost 
is $8.50 per plant.  You may take yours home 
after the Christmas Eve Service.  Cut-off date 
to sign-up is Dec. 16.  Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Resource Center. 
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Women’s Ministry 

 
It is hard to believe we are announcing our first 
luncheon/ program for 2013!! 
Ladies, please mark your calendars for 
Thursday, January 17th at 11:30 a.m. 
Our guest speaker, Sherylynn Laich is Founder 
and Executive Director of “UPTOHIM” 
Ministries and will be speaking on “The Joy of 
Vulnerability”. She defines this as swinging on 
the trapeze of life with God. She uses Adam, 
Eve, Job, and Jesus to demonstrate how God 
brings blessing to us and often moves us in 
new directions. Sherylynn is a life coach who is 
passionate about encouraging, exhorting and 
equipping individuals to live empowered lives. 
In the following months, Sherylynn will be 
offering a variety of classes here at Grace 
Community Church and this will be an 
excellent time for you to meet her. The cost is 
$7.00 and the sign-up sheet will be in the 
Resource Center. 
P.S.: 
Make sure you have signed up for our 
December 6th Luncheon/Program with Shari 
Minke who will be performing a very timely 
dramatization of Mary, Mother of Jesus which 
you truly won’t want to miss. Cost is $7.00 and 
we will be colleting baby items to be donated to 
Crisis Pregnancy Center – not required, but 
appreciated. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
12/16/12 (Sunday) Annual Congregational 
Meeting following our worship service 
 
12/24/12 (Monday) Traditional Christmas Eve 
Service with “Dickens Carolers” – time 5:00 PM 
 
12/27/12 (Thursday) Memorial Service for 
Patricia Crockett at 3:00 PM 
 
01/26/13 (Saturday) Annual Dryheat Concert 
open to the public – time 7 PM 
 
03/09/13 (Saturday) Annual Women’s Tea 
1:00 PM 
 
03/15/13 (Friday) Annual Brush Arbor – time 7 
PM 
 
 

 

If you look for Me at Christmas  
 

You won’t need a special star – 
I’m no longer there in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are. 
You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations – 
You’ll have to look beyond the stores 

and all the decorations. 
But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do 
And listen to your heart, you’ll find 

I’m waiting there for you. 
You’re the one I want to be with, 
You’re the reason that I came, 

And you’ll find Me in the stillness 
As I’m whispering your name. 

 
Love, Jesus 
 

The Angel Tree Program 
 
This year the Angel Tree Program will not be 
here at Grace Community Church.  Those still 
wishing to participate this Christmas can do so 
by visiting most Sun City West Merchants 
between November 18 and December 15. 
 

QUOTES WORTH REPEATING 
 

May the grace that we encounter 
At this time of Christmas cheer 
Not be true just in this season 

But remain throughout the year.  
                                                  Sper 

Take the joy of Christmas with you every 
day. 

 
Have you felt the joy of the shepherds, 

Who were first to behold the sight 
Of that holy Child of Mary 

On that wonderful Christmas night? 
                                                      Brill 

A wonder-filled life is yours when you know 
the Christ of Christmas. 

 
Quotes taken from Our Daily Bread 
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